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Got. Clifford, of Massachusetts,

,
'

, on the Maine Law. ' '
...

, We learn by telegraph that the
Chief Magistrate of the old Bay State,;
after taking the oath of office, deliv- -;

ered a message to the Legislature, in
which he said, in alluding to the Maine

Law, "that the cause of morals never

gained through illegal legislation, and

its severest wounds are inflicted by

being dragged by its friends into the

political arena." If we did not know

The Temperance ranks can boast of

but few such men as Bro. Caey. His

whole soul has become deeply enlisted

in the cause of suffering humanity ;

and the only reward he covets for all

his toils and sacrifices in the cause,

is that comfort which flows from a

consciousness of having been instru-

mental in furthering, in some degree,

the great work for which be labors.

It will be as cheering to our readers

as it is gratifying to us, to know that

he will continue his invaluable services

for the ensuing year..

. Caleb Clabx.

A Word from the Editor.
At the beginning of the enterprise

of publishing the Organ, it seemed to

be necessary that some one should un

dertake the task of conducting the
editorial department gratuitously.
We --voluntarily and cheerfully gave

ourself to the work, hoping that ere

long the publisher would be able to

employ some one more competent and

who had more leisure than we could

command. ';( The first volume is now

closed, and the necessity jfor our con-

tinuance at the helm is not yet re-

moved. Glad as we would be to be

relieved, we are not made of the mar-teri- al

to shrink from responsibility.

While our name continues at the head

of the editorial department, we shall

devote as much time as we can com

mand to make the Organ an accepla

ble and useful auxiliary to the great

cause of Temperance. In our war

fare against the enemy, we shall avoid

all personalities, but public men, for

their public acts will be praised or

censured, as we think they deserve.

Religion and sound morals will ever
find" US their defender, but we shall

not spare any church or political party
who attempt to shield the liquor traffic,
or apologize for the existence of dis-

tilleries and dramshops. We may,
and probably often will err in judg-

ment, for whatever merits we may

arrogate to ourselves, we do not claim

to be infallible.

We sympathize with all the. organ-

izations of the day, which have for

their primary object the promotion of

Temperance, and when the occasion

requires it, we shall speak of them.

We will not lose sight of the Apostolic

injunction: "If it be possible as much

as lieth in you, live peaceably with all

men." We hope the friends of the

Organ, in this and other States, will

aid us in our work by contributing

to our columns whenever anything of

interest occurs in their respective lo-

calities. ' '
; '

We can furnish readily all the long,

dry, prosy articles needed, and we

will not, therefore, ask our friends to

aid us in this department, but we do

most affectionately urge them to give

us important items of intelligence and
valuable suggestions.

3T Do not fail to read the acknowl

edgments in this number. They will

be found very interesting, as they con-

tain information of the prosperous

condition of the cause and the simul-

taneous movement of the people in

different portions of the State ; and
they are also interspersed with those

Me"dew drops" and "rippling-rills- "

so essentially necessary to the perman-

ency of the Organ.

To Old Subscribers.

With the last number, the time of

gome twelve hundred of our subscrib-

ers expired. A considerable portion
of them have already renewed their

subscriptions, and we hope and trust

all the rest will do the same, We

send this number to those who have

not renewed, that they may see that

w honestly intend to do our part to

make the Organ worthy of a contin-

ued and enlarged support.

The rule adopted in the beginning

will bo rigidly adhered to, viz: to re-

quire advanced payment in all cases.

Any other plan would launch us upon

a shoreless sea of uncertainty. Now,

while we do not know where our sub

scribers may be at the end of the

year, we shall know where we are

ourselves, so far as the Organ is con-

cerned. We sincerely and heartily
thank our friends for their patronage,

and hope we shall merit and receive

a continuance or their generous confi-

dence. More, much more, attention

will be devoted to the selections than

we have been able to give heretofore.

The coming year will be one of ex-

ceeding interest to the friends of Tem-

perance Reform, and the necessities

of a press devoted mainly to its advo-

cacy are imperative. We reiterate

the announcement made in the incep-

tion of our enterprise. We ask no

man's patronage on our own account.

If the Organ will not be an invalua-

ble aid to the cause it advocates if

its existence is not necessary to the

advancement and success of Temper-

ance, do not give it your support.
We have incurred an increased ex-

pense to render our paper more accept

able, believing that our old friends

will not desert us. We would re-

spectfully urge all to renew their
subscriptions at once; and for the sake

of the cause, get at least one of their
neighbors to forward his name as a

subscriber, accompanied with the

needful. We are gratified to know

that the Organ, the past year, has been

generally acceptable. Our patrons

have been very indulgent, and have

been disposed to overlook our many

imperfections, for which kindess we

are profoundly grateful. We hope in

future not to tax their forbearance to

the same extent.

Our Editor.
We cannot, at the beginning of the

new volume, refrain from acknowl-

edging our great indebtedness to Bro.

S. F. Cary, for his unbounded liber-

ality and kindness in devoting his

time and talent, gratuitously, in edit-

ing the Organ during the past year.

None but an editor or publisher knows

the labor required for such a task ;

yet Bro. C. has always been at his

post, except absent or prevented by
sickness, and was never known to

complain of the burden giving the
paper as much attention as though he

received thousands as a salary for his

labor. For this, we, and also our

readers, owe him a debt of gratitude
which never can be fully repaid. This
is not the only marks we have re-

ceived of his generosity and devotion
to the great cause of Temperance-rh- e
having, a few years since, gratuitously
edited a similar paper for us.

'
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Our Paper. ,

'

CHANG! OF FORM, ILLUSTRATIONS, ETC.

At the earnest solicitation of many
friends, who are anxious to preseve
files of the Organ, we have changed

its form. We shall numbef the pages
regularly, and furnish an index at
the close of the volume. We hope
that all our patrons will approve our
course in this respect, especially as

the change involves an increased ex-

pense and trouble on our part.

We shall from time to time, as our
means will justify, furnish illustrations

of the character of the one oh our first

page, for the purpose of adding to the
attractiveness and value of the, paper.
The likeness of Neal Dow is pro-

nounced, by those competent to judge,
very correct. This, with other plates
gotten up at great expense, for our
Illustrated Maine Law, will appear in

successive numbers.

Reader, will you not, without wait-

ing for a more competent, but perhaps
less interested neighbor, get up a club
for the Organ in your vicinity ?

We expect a large addition to our
subscription list. Shall we be disap-

pointed ?

.

Apology.
In order to get our paper to press

in due time, we are compelled to de-

fer many of the acknowledgments un-

til next week. Our kind friends will

please bear with us in this instance.
In our next number, we will be able

to tell what Divisions have been suc-

cessful in getting the premiums, as

we have not had time to ascertain the

result before going to press owing
to the numerous clubs that have just
showered in upon us.

Back Numbers.

We shall print a few hundred of
No. 1 of the Organ for the purpose of

supplying those subscribers who have
not yet had an opportunity of sending

in their names. But from the rapid rate

they have been coming in this week,

we fear those who delay sending at

once cannot be supplied.

The Maine law.
There have been so many and gross

falsehood1? told about the provisions

of the Maine Law, that we determined

to it entire in this first num- -

ber ot our second volume, as our

paper is now in a convenient form for

preservation, we hope many of our

readers will file it away for future re-

ference. In this case they will have

the Maine Law within their reach

when its various points are contro-

verted.

OrWe have an excellent story,
written by Mrs. Harriet Beecher
Stowe, for which we are indebted to

Mrs. E. M. Gregory, for the next

number of the Organ.

...
that other Governors had been guilty,
of uttering similar nonsense, we should

discredit the telegraph, and wait in

silence the receipt of the message it-

self. Does not Got. Clifford know

that the extinction of the liquor traf-

fic is not a mere question ot "morals'
It might be pardonable in a demagogue

who was canvassing for votes and did

not scruple as to the means of obtain-

ing them, to indulge in such cant, but
it is beneath the dignity of a Gover-

nor to thus trifle with the intelligence

ofa legislative Assembly. Who doubts

that the abolishing of the liquor traf-fi- c

in Massachusetts would essentially

diminish the number of lunatics, pau-- .

pers and criminals; that it would great-

ly lessen the taxes imposed upon the

people, that it would render every

man's life, property, reputation and

pursuit of happiness more secure.

Is it then a mere question of mor-

als 1 . Is it not rather a great ques-

tion of political and social ' economy;

a question of State and national poli-

cy, without any reference to its moral
aspects. Agriculture, commerce, the
industrial and fine arts, education,
civil liberty, are all . involved in this
subject. ; But hit! excellency talks about
iillegalegislation,, as though the thou-

sands of intelligent citizens of his

State desire illegal (we suppose he
means unconstitutional) enactments.

This is a slander. We grant that
laws may have been passed which

conflict with provisions of the consti-

tution; if so they have not been de-

signed, but have been the result of
mere inadvertence. Temperance men

every where revere the constitutions

of these States, and they will be the
first to maintain their integrity and
the last to stand by them. "The se-

verest wounds to the cause of morals

are inflicted by being dragged by its

friends into the political arena." We

have already said that nobody wants

to drag a "cause of morals" into the
"political arena" and this assertion

therefore is gratuitous. If the state-

ment was true,' we apprehend that
Temperance men will be slow to take
advice from their enemies. What
has been the effect of not dragging '

even the moral part of this subject in-

to the political arena. Drunkards are
returned to Congress,' to the State '

Legislatures, placed on the bench and
in the executive chair, because it would '

not do in a political contest to consid-

er the moral character of the candi- -

date, but simply is he a sound Whig or
is he a true Democrat. Liquor loving
demagogues will learn, we hope, in
due time that Temperance men have

some respect for their Temperance as

well as their political principles. '''
' 04r The Bar of the steamboat Tel-

egraph rents for $5,000 per year.


